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Last Week’s Rotary Minute...
  Rotary’s promise to kick polio out of Africa and the world 
took center stage as a football signed by Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu and dignitaries from 
more than 20 African nations reczeived a rousing welcome 
at the humanitarian organization’s annual convention, 
which was held in Montreal, June 20-23.
  “Polio eradication is not optional — it is an obligation,” 
said Marie-Irène Richmond-Ahoua, Rotary’s National Po-
lioPlus Committee Chair and Outreach Advisor at United 
Nations Operation in Ivory Coast, as she presented the ball 
on stage to thunderous applause to RI President John Kenny. 
“We must commit to overcoming the remaining obstacles 
and free Africa, Southeast Asia, and the world from this 
crippling disease, which ruins the lives of children. As an 
African woman and mother, I will not tolerate it.”
  The arrival of the football culminates Rotary’s Kick Polio 
Out of Africa Campaign -- a four-month, Pan-African public 
awareness drive tapping the continent’s excitement over 
the 2010 World Cup and   mobilizing the public for  mas-
sive immunization rounds this spring targeting more than 
100 million African children under the age of five. The ball 
passed through 23 polio-affected countries en route to 
Montréal.  The Kick-Out finale event was held in Alexandria, 
on June 12.  Egyptian National footballer Islam El-Shater 
kicked the ball toward the Mediterranean Sea — symboli-
cally kicking polio out of the continent.
  A virtual version of the ball (www.kickpoliooutofafrica.org) 
was launched in May and has gathered nearly 10,000 online 
signatures thus far. After the 2010 World Cup, the signa-
tures will be formally presented to the other spearhead-
ing partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative: the 
World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
  “While most of the world is polio-free, it still threatens 
children in parts of Africa, Asia and the Middle East,” said 
Rotary International President John Kenny. “Kick Polio Out 
of Africa shows the tremendous resolve of the global com-
munity to come together to fight this disease. Rotary and its 
partners are committed to kicking polio out of Africa—and 
indeed—out of existence forever.“
  When former President Nelson Mandela launched the Kick 
Polio out of Africa campaign originally in 1996, almost all 
countries in Africa were still suffering from polio. Today, 
polio eradication sits at a critical juncture. Across Africa, 10 
of the 15 previously polio-free countries re-infected in 2009 
have successfully stopped their outbreaks. Nowhere is prog-
ress more evident than in Nigeria -- the last remaining polio 
endemic country on the continent – where case numbers 
have plummeted by 99 percent, from 312 cases at this time 
last year, to three cases in 2010.
  In his keynote address at the Rotary Convention on June 
22, Bruce Aylward, director of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative at the World Health Organization (WHO), encour-
aged the thousands of Rotary members in attendance to 
share the “terrific news” that polio is on the run, and that 
Rotary’s vision of a polio-free world is within sight.
  “The stakes are now much higher, because in the past 12 
months you have proved, without a doubt, that polio can be 
eradicated. The world has also learned the full consequenc-
es of failure,” said Aylward, referring to a current polio out-

break in Tajikistan which is now showing signs of stopping.
  Rotary’s Kick Polio Out of Africa campaign organizer June 
Webber echoed Aylward’s message in Cape Town. “During the 
last 12 months, the world has witnessed what Africa can do 
when they get determined to do so. Football is a team sport 
– a unifying global force, much like the Global Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative (GPEI) which has so many players.”
The polio eradication initiative is facing a US $1.3 billion 
funding shortfall over the next three years, according to 
WHO. Calling for support from donor countries, footballers, 
and fans from the 32 countries represented at the 2010 FIFA 
Cup, Webber said, “We need your help to raise awareness 
and the much needed funds to finish the job. This World Cup 
is not just about the game. This World Cup presents a strong 
image of a united Africa to the world – and the profound 
power of the African Ubuntu spirit.”
  On February 23, when the Kick Polio Out of Africa campaign 
was launched, the V & A Waterfront in Cape Town and the 
Pyramid of Khafre, the second largest of the ancient Egyptian 
pyramids of Giza, provided a dramatic backdrop for an equal-
ly dramatic message: End Polio Now. This week, those words 
– En Finir Avec la Polio (in French) – were projected onto the 
exterior of Bonsecours Market in Old Montréal to celebrate 
the ball’s arrival and re-affirm Rotary’s determination to end 
this crippling childhood disease once and for all.
  Beginning in 1985, when polio paralyzed more than 350,000 
children in 125 countries every year, eradication has been 
Rotary’s top philanthropic goal.  Since then, polio cases have 
been slashed by 99 percent worldwide, with fewer than 
1,700 cases in 2009. Just four countries remain polio-endem-
ic: Nigeria, Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan. However, other 
nations remain at risk for infections “imported” from the 
endemic countries.
As the volunteer arm and top private sector contributor in 
the polio eradication initiative, Rotary has contributed more 
than $900 million and countless volunteer hours to immunize 
more than two billion children in 122 countries. 

To see the football’s journey, go to  
http://kickpoliooutofafrica.wordpress.com 

To sign and kick the virtual ball, go to  
www.kickpoliooutofafrica.org
For video and still photos, go to:  
www.thenewsmarket.com/rotaryinternational



Russian River Rotary Newsletter 08/17/2010      Page 4

Communities in Action: 
A Guide to Effective Projects (605A)

www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/605a_en.pdf

A Menu of Service Opportunities (605B)
www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/605b_en.pdf

Community Assessment Tools (605C)
www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/605c_en.pdf

World Community Service Program
www.rotary.org/program/wcs

The Rotary Foundation Humanitarian Grants Program
www.rotary.org/foundation/grants

The RI Community Projects Database
www.rotary.org/programs/projectsdb

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR ROTARIANS

MONDAY
Santa Rosa West, 320 10th St., Noon

Healdsburg, Tayman Park Golf Club, 12:15
TUESDAY

Rohnert Park/Cotati, Doubletree Inn 7:15am
Windsor, Charlie’s Grill, 7:15 am

Santa Rosa East, Flamingo Hotel, 12:15
Russian River Highland Dell Restaurant, 6:30pm

WEDNESDAY
Healdsburg Sunrise, Healdsburg Senior Center, 7 am

Santa Rosa, Flamingo Hotel, Noon
Petaluma Valley, Rooster Run Golf, 12:10 pm
Sebastopol Sunrise, Masonic Temple, 7:15am

Sonoma Valley, Sonoma Mission Inn, 12:15
THURSDAY

Santa Rosa Sunrise, Fountain Grove Hotel 7:15 am
Rancho Cotati, Sally Tomatoe’s, Noon

Petaluma, Mister McGoo’s Restaurant, 12:10
Cloverdale, Citrus Fair Tea Room, 12:15

FRIDAY
Petaluma Sunrise, Boulevard Cafe & Grill,  7:15 am
Valley of the Moon, Quail Inn Restaurant 7:30 am

Sebastopol, Community Church, 12:15
Novato, Greek Orthodox Church, 12:15

ROTARY MAKE-UP SCHEDULE
E-Clubs

Rotary has established E-Clubs where you can make 
up on the Internet. 

www.RotaryEclubOne.org

If you want more options just enter Rotary Eclub in 
any  search engine. There are many 

functioning in different ways.

RUSSIAN RIVER ROTARY OFFICERS
Knud Mueller, President ............................................... 869-3745
Donna Roper, Secretary ............................................... 869-9273
Michael DeProto, Treasurer ........................................... 869-0808 
Jim Maresca, President Elect ........................................ 869-9419

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 
in particular, to encourage and foster: 

FIRST.  The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service; 

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and 
 professions, the recognition of the 
 worthiness of all useful occupations, and the
 dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as
 an opportunity to serve society; 
THIRD.  The application of the ideal of service in each
 Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 

life; 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
 understanding, goodwill, and peace through a  

world fellowship of business and professional  
persons united in the ideal of service.O
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RUSSIAN RIVER ROTARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Knud Mueller, President ............................................... 869-3745
Jim Maresca, President Elect ........................................ 869-9419
Donna Roper, Secretary ............................................... 869-9273
Michael DeProto, Treasurer ........................................... 869-0808 
Mary Lou Porta, Past President ...................................... 632-6817
Brendan Coen, Youth Service ........................................ 869-3865
Herman Hernandez, Community Service ........................... 869-3865
Michael Torr, Vocational Service ..................................... 836-8317
Christina Harrison, International  ................................... 865-1628
Bob Barter, Foundation Chair ...................................................
Jill DeProto, Asst. Governor .......................................... 869-3417

The Four-Way Test
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Avenues of Service
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Avenues of Service are 
Rotary’s philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based:
1. Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and 

ensuring the effective functioning of the club.
2. Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve 

others through their vocations and to practice high 
ethical standards.

3. Community Service covers the projects and activities 
the club undertakes to improve life in its community.

4. International Service encompasses actions taken to 
expand Rotary’s humanitarian reach around the globe 
and to promote world understanding and peace.

MEMBERSHIP
Frank Anderson ......................................................... 824-6566
Marty Bonacorso........................................................ 887-0563
Chuck Burger ........................................................... 865-9501
Kip Capell ............................................................... 865-9252
Roscoe Drake ........................................................... 869-3511
Lyn Guittard ............................................................ 869-1971
Rich Hines ............................................................... 869-3424
Andy Hilldale ........................................................... 696-6613
Nick Lazazzera ......................................................... 869-9425
Kim Menary ............................................................. 865-9501
Mike Nicholls ............................................................ 632-5663
Sam Pullaro ............................................................. 869-3788
Emilio Porta ............................................................. 632-6817
Art, Hayley Severe ..................................................... 604-7288
Ed Smith ................................................................. 869-0056
Katrina Thurman ....................................................... 869-0654
Wendel Trappe ......................................................... 887-2207


