
08/31/2010 Meeting at the Highland Dell

District 5130
Guerneville, California

707-869-0808 | www.rotary5130.org

RUSSIAN RIVER ROTARY 

WEEKLY
www.rotary.org

www.russianriverrotary.org

Newsletter by Art    •   Photography by Nick   •   Sergeant at Arms: Ed

Program for Sept. 7 Meeting:
Kim Valadez (Veterans Affairs)

President: Knud Mueller

 Meeting began promptly at 6:30 pm. Rich 
led the pledge, Sam led us in prayer, and we 
all sang “God Bless America”. Meeting was ad-
journed at 7:58.

Visitors:
• Honorary Rotarian Fern

Knud:
• Appointed Mike Nichols 

Foundation Chair
Donna:
• Donna announced board 

agenda items need to be 
submitted prior to next 
Tuesday’s Board Meeting

• Guerneville School 
thanked RR Rotary for funds to repair play-
ground equipment

Ed:
• Sept 14th dinner at the 

Garden project of Guern-
eville School.  Please park 
in the school parking lot 
and carpool to the garden 
site.  Try to arrive by 5:45 
in order to take a ‘garden 
tour’.  Dinner to be assorted vegetables from 
the garden and BBQ Tri Tip and will be served 
by teachers and students.

Announcements:

Jill:
• SCARC Dinner fl yers had been sent to all Dis-

trict Rotary Clubs.  Meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday 9/30.  Regular meeting date of 9/28 
will be dark.

• Amount  $320.   Drawer:  Speaker Laurie Par-
ish   Card Drawn:  Ed  – Ace of Clubs which 
was worth $50 to lucky Ed.  He was asked 
by Chuck to stick around after the meeting 
and purchase a few adult beverages for his 
friends.

• Knud fi ned $5 for failing to 
meet Mike Nicholls to train 
him for the Foundation Chair 
position.  Past President 

Chuck felt sorry 
for Knud and pro-
vided 20% of the fi ne out of his 
pocket (a whole dollar!)
• Jill and Michael DeProto fi ned 
$5 each for requesting fl ags to dis-
tribute at a club meeting while 
visiting Conn next week. 

• ?? fi ned $5 for losing a fl ashlight he had been 
‘playing with’ during a meeting last month.

• Donna seemingly circumvented a fi ne.

Recognition:

Raffl e:

“You can lead a man to Congress, but you can’t 
make him think.” 

Milton Berle
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District Events & Fundraisers

Oct. 23 Foundation Dinner (Calistoga)

Oct 16 - RC of Sebastopol - Lobster Feed 

Oct. 29-Nov. 7 Festival of Brotherhood

Nov. 13 Foundation Dinner (Eureka)

Sept. 30 SCARC at Highland DellSpeaker: Laurie Parish from the 
Sonoma County Volunteer Center

Laurie shared with the club the importance of 
volunteering.  In this economic climate volun-
teering is necessary to help with budget short-
falls at non-profi ts.  It will be necessary to mobi-
lize volunteers – either for regular commitment 
or seasonal commitment periods.  Regrettably 
California is ranked 41st in the nation for vol-
unteerism.  Santa Rosa has the honor of  holding 
the #1 spot for cities of its size with its volunteer 
commitment.  Currently Santa Rosa has 775 to-
tal volunteers, over the age of 55 with between 
500/600 regularly reporting volunteer hours.

The Volunteer Center is responsible for 211 Ser-
vice – referral for human needs – serviced over 
90,000 calls during 2009
Volunteer Wheels – Para transit for transporting 
patients to doctor appointments --  35,000 client 
calls over 500,000 miles driven Court Referrals – 
149,000 hours volunteered to non-profi ts by court 
mandated referrals.

Program:

Business Team Building – cross training by busi-
nesses 20 business participants in the fi rst year 
involving 226 volunteers
Resource Center – Strengthen non profi ts thru 
training sessions and coaching Human Race – 246 
non-profi ts participated and our race is a national 
model – raised over $700,000 in contributions in 
2010
Schools for Hope – new program to provide read-
ing skills to challenged children – starting in fi rst 
grade and anticipated to involve thru fourth 
grade.
RSVP – a volunteer service for those 55 and old-
er.  Average age of volunteers in Sonoma County 
is in mid-seventies.  This division operates on 
a $100,000 grant – truly an amazing amount of 
work supported by a small management stipend.

Find out more at http://www.volunteernow.org/
volunteering.htm or call (707) 573-3399 ext. 117.
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In the beginning
             Late March 1941, a day or two remained on my fi rst Navy 
leave.   I graduated as a Navy Ensign on the 14th with orders to USS 
Lexington CV2 in Pearl Harbor.  Since ten years old in 1927, I had fol-
lowed the exploits of that ship from launching, through its knocking 
down the light poles along the Panama canal to the search for Amelia 
Earhart.  I asked for a carrier.  The Navy just happened to assign me 
to my favorite ship.  
          My friends in Midshipman School asked why I wanted a carrier?   
“You will never see action.”   Until a few months before I enlisted, 7 
August 1940, the Navy policy called for the Saratoga CV3 and Lexington 
CV2  sending off their planes into battle, then with their 8” popguns, 
join the 12“, 14“, and 16” guns in the battle line.  What a spot, the 
Navy’s largest ships with the smallish guns up against the big boys on 
the other side.  An Air Admiral, probably Halsey, put the carriers back 
behind a screen.  Supposedly, that made us completely safe.  
A Rookie Rotarian
            With my leave short, my father, a Charter Member of the small 
Shelby, Michigan Rotary Club, spoke to me about joining the club as an 
Honorary Member.   We walked a block down to the club Secretary‘s 
commercial  establishment.   Without the benefi t of the Board’s OK, I 
became a Rotarian. It took a matter of minutes.  The Secretary gave 
me a pin and a card, “NAVEL (sic) RESERVE”.  I did not notice that 
until the San Pedro, California club Secretary asked me to reserve a 
few for him.  Since 8 May 1942, those keepsakes have lain on bottom 
in the Coral Sea, still aboard LEXCV2.
          Many clubs stick very closely to protocol.  Under ordinary cir-
cumstances, my chances of joining Rotary would have been iffy.  My 
most obvious successes had occurred out of town at the very tough 
Muskegon, Michigan Junior college and The University of Chicago.  
Those schools had few local admirers.  Neither played football.  Most 
probably my father’s status and clout in town would have given me 
the membership.  However, “haste was of the essence”.  A delay could 
have eliminated the “Dick” episode in the next section.   Some of my 
benefi t , and I humbly submit, some of Rotary’s would have been lost..

Tom, Dick and Harris
          Mid-April, we arrived in Pearl Harbor, 176 boot Ensigns crowded  
into the old, stuffy, starboard listing USS Henderson.  LEX had sailed 
for a week of practice.  That left me with a week of wandering.  My 
Rotary handbook noted a meeting in Honolulu that day.  They met in 
the Moana Hotel on Waikiki beach.  I had no trouble getting there.  
Walking in, I found the Rotary District Convention going full tilt. They 
were talking about getting in touch with teen age boys.   At the time, 
Rotary had not prettied itself up.   
          As the youngest of the lot, I got up and chattered.  My advice 
centered on games.  If Rotarians could sponsor or aid in baseball, ten-
nis, surfi ng or any other sport, they had an in for other matters.  Leo 
Rodby, the District Secretary, was so impressed, he asked me to join 
the Board in their after the meeting duties.   The next day, he took 
me deep sea fi shing.  We became very good friends for the rest of his 

Rotarian Richard “Titch” Harrison

I MET PAUL HARRIS IN 1944
 REVOLVING AROUND MY ROTARY WORLD

short life.  Until last year, my wife and I kept in contact with at least 
one of the Rodby family.  
           “Because of Speaker’s Table over population, the Keynote 
Speaker Dick Wells, RI President 1944-45, asked if Mrs. Wells could sit 
at my table.  Of course!   She proved to be a delightful  companion.   
But why me?  A rookie.  Why not someone more mature in Rotary?    
          Dick made a stirring Keynote Speech.  In his two year stint as a 
Mormon Missionary in Hawaii, he had learned the Hawaiian language.   
In several places, he broke into a paragraph of Hawaiian.  I am sure 
very few in the audience could translate.   Perhaps not even Honolulu 
Club member Duke Kahanomoku the Oahu sheriff.  Yet, few missed 
the meaning.  Dick was good.     
           June 1942, we LEX survivors pulled into San Diego.  The Rotary 
Club had a very attractive 33 year old general secretary.   I told her 
about Dick having Mrs. Wells sitting with me rather than an older, 
more important Rotarian.  She laughed, “He knew what he was doing.  
You have not made a hit on me.  But, 45 year old Rotarians chase me 
around the desk”  That surprised me, because she was engaged to the 
San Diego Chief of Police.   
          In June 1943, while home on hospital leave, I attended the 
1943 Rotary International Convention for the Shelby Club.  I wore my 
uniform.  Entering the Hall, a man came up to me.  He introducing 
himself as Tom Davis the 1942-43 RI President.  
          He asked me, “My daughter is here without her husband.  Would 
you escort her to the RI Board’s party this evening?”
          “Yes! I would be honored.” 
          Then, Tom looked more closely and said, “We know each other.”
          “No, we have never met”.       
           Then, he added, “Was your father at the University of Michigan 
1910 to 1912?”  He was.
          In spite of knowing my father as a young college boy, he did not 
renege on his invitation.
          I had a very good time.  Although Tom was a teetotaler, he bought 
me a scotch and water, or …perhaps two.  I can also remember the out-
going President, Fernando Carbajal, kidding the Ohio delegates about 
their mispronouncing LIMA.  And, my date was a good conversationalist. 

SEBASTOPOL ROTARY CLUB

Live and Silent Auction

Get your tickets now for this exclusive event!

S A T U R D A Y
October 16, 2010 

4PM -10PM
O’Reilly and Associates Media 
1005 Gravenstein Hwy, North 

SEBASTOPOL

Proceeds of this fundraiser will benefit local community and international projects.

A Unique West County event...  
Enjoy an old fashion lobster boil with fresh Maine 
lobster, wine from 8 top West Sonoma County wineries 
and spectacular Live and Silent Auctions (with over 200 items).  
Tickets for this fabulous event are $100.00 each. Contact us at  
lobsterfeed@sebastopolrotary.com.
Buy a raffle ticket for a chance to win a one-of-a-kind sculpture from Sebastopol’s 
own Patrick Amiot, or a second place prize of an instant 40 bottle wine cellar. Raffle 
tickets: $20 ea. , 3/$50 (Must be 21 years of age but you need not be present to win). For raffle 
tickets, email Lobsterraffle@sebastopolrotary.com, or drop by one of these Sebastopol locations: 
Exchange Bank, Sonoma Bank and West Sonoma Bank (near Luckys).
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Communities in Action: 
A Guide to Effective Projects (605A)

www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/605a_en.pdf

A Menu of Service Opportunities (605B)
www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/605b_en.pdf

Community Assessment Tools (605C)
www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/605c_en.pdf

World Community Service Program
www.rotary.org/program/wcs

The Rotary Foundation Humanitarian Grants Program
www.rotary.org/foundation/grants

The RI Community Projects Database
www.rotary.org/programs/projectsdb

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR ROTARIANS

MONDAY
Santa Rosa West, 320 10th St., Noon

Healdsburg, Tayman Park Golf Club, 12:15
TUESDAY

Rohnert Park/Cotati, Doubletree Inn 7:15am
Windsor, Charlie’s Grill, 7:15 am

Santa Rosa East, Flamingo Hotel, 12:15
Russian River Highland Dell Restaurant, 6:30pm

WEDNESDAY
Healdsburg Sunrise, Healdsburg Senior Center, 7 am

Santa Rosa, Flamingo Hotel, Noon
Petaluma Valley, Rooster Run Golf, 12:10 pm
Sebastopol Sunrise, Masonic Temple, 7:15am

Sonoma Valley, Sonoma Mission Inn, 12:15
THURSDAY

Santa Rosa Sunrise, Fountain Grove Hotel 7:15 am
Rancho Cotati, Sally Tomatoe’s, Noon

Petaluma, Mister McGoo’s Restaurant, 12:10
Cloverdale, Citrus Fair Tea Room, 12:15

FRIDAY
Petaluma Sunrise, Boulevard Cafe & Grill,  7:15 am
Valley of the Moon, Quail Inn Restaurant 7:30 am

Sebastopol, Community Church, 12:15
Novato, Greek Orthodox Church, 12:15

ROTARY MAKE-UP SCHEDULE
E-Clubs

Rotary has established E-Clubs where you can make 
up on the Internet. 

www.RotaryEclubOne.org

If you want more options just enter Rotary Eclub in 
any  search engine. There are many 

functioning in different ways.

RUSSIAN RIVER ROTARY OFFICERS
Knud Mueller, President ............................................... 869-3745
Donna Roper, Secretary ............................................... 869-9273
Michael DeProto, Treasurer ........................................... 869-0808 
Jim Maresca, President Elect ........................................ 869-9419

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, 
in particular, to encourage and foster: 

FIRST.  The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service; 

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and 
 professions, the recognition of the 
 worthiness of all useful occupations, and the
 dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as
 an opportunity to serve society; 
THIRD.  The application of the ideal of service in each
 Rotarian’s personal, business, and community 

life; 
FOURTH. The advancement of international 
 understanding, goodwill, and peace through a  

world fellowship of business and professional  
persons united in the ideal of service.O
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RUSSIAN RIVER ROTARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Knud Mueller, President ............................................... 869-3745
Jim Maresca, President Elect ........................................ 869-9419
Donna Roper, Secretary ............................................... 869-9273
Michael DeProto, Treasurer ........................................... 869-0808 
Mary Lou Porta, Past President ...................................... 632-6817
Brendan Coen, Youth Service ........................................ 869-3865
Herman Hernandez, Community Service ........................... 869-3865
Michael Torr, Vocational Service ..................................... 836-8317
Christina Harrison, International  ................................... 865-1628
Bob Barter, Foundation Chair ...................................................
Jill DeProto, Asst. Governor .......................................... 869-3417

The Four-Way Test
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 

FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Avenues of Service
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Avenues of Service are 
Rotary’s philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based:
1. Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and 

ensuring the effective functioning of the club.
2. Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve 

others through their vocations and to practice high 
ethical standards.

3. Community Service covers the projects and activities 
the club undertakes to improve life in its community.

4. International Service encompasses actions taken to 
expand Rotary’s humanitarian reach around the globe 
and to promote world understanding and peace.

MEMBERSHIP
Frank Anderson ......................................................... 824-6566
Marty Bonacorso........................................................ 887-0563
Chuck Burger ........................................................... 865-9501
Kip Capell ............................................................... 865-9252
Roscoe Drake ........................................................... 869-3511
Lyn Guittard ............................................................ 869-1971
Rich Hines ............................................................... 869-3424
Andy Hilldale ........................................................... 696-6613
Nick Lazazzera ......................................................... 869-9425
Kim Menary ............................................................. 865-9501
Mike Nicholls ............................................................ 632-5663
Sam Pullaro ............................................................. 869-3788
Emilio Porta ............................................................. 632-6817
Art, Hayley Severe ..................................................... 604-7288
Ed Smith ................................................................. 869-0056
Katrina Thurman ....................................................... 869-0654
Wendel Trappe ......................................................... 887-2207


